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for villagers in tlie Bliamo district to sleep in boats on the river
for fear of sudden raids. Bliamo itself had been attacked by a
combination of Chinese and Ivachirts in 1884, and was almost com-
pletely destroyed ; the Shan traders were the victims of excessive
blackmail which the Kachins levied on all who passed through their
territory, and above Bliamo no village, Burman or Shan, could
exist without putting itself under the protection of some chieftain
in the adjacent hills.

Bliamo was occupied by us on the 28th December 1885, and at
, __.          first the Kachins seemed more curious

British occupation of Bliamo.                                                                             .

than  hostile.    Our first direct relations

with them began with the occupation of Mogaung and our connec-
tion with the Jade Mines, which will now be considered.

MILITARY OPERATIONS.

At the date of the arrival of the British Expeditionary Force
at Mandalay the Mogaung district was governed by the elder
Sawbiva of Wuntho, who had been deputed there by the Burmese
Government in 1883 (two years after he abdicated in Wuntho in
favour of his son) to put clown a Kachin rising which had
devastated the whole neighbourhood. Successful both in the
restoration of order and in his subsequent administration, he left
Mogaung at the end of 1885, and the government was then carried
on by a council of three persons. The chief of these was Maung
Kala, who belonged to a family of Chinese extraction, long resident
in Mogaung,, and closely related to the Mogaung Tu-ssu, who
had ruled that district when it was tributary to China. He
possessed an ancient Chinese seal, which had always been found
by the Burmese Government a potent means of controlling the
Kachins. The other members of the council were Maung Shwe
Gya and Maung Sein. The former, of mixed Kachin and Burman
blood, was in charge of the defence of the town, and the latter,
a Burman, aided Maung Kala in the civil administration. The
council appears to have governed wisely and to the satisfaction of
the people ; they beat off the attacks of Li Win-sho, a Chinese
dacoit, who had a large and well-armed gang, and they kept up
friendly relations with the Kachins,